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middle-class point of view. The two qualities that are most characteristic of British middle-class life are common sense and family affection ; and on these particular virtues the Queen's character was based ; so that by a happy intuition she was able to interpret and express the spirit and temper of that class which, throughout her reign, was destined to hold the balance of political power in its hands. Behind lay a deep sense of religion, the religion which centres in the belief in the Fatherhood of God, and is impatient of dogmatic distinctions and subtleties.
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